The patient first began to take adalin in July 1937. The first patch of pigmentation in the skin appeared on the ankle some time in the autumn. During the last month he has taken adalin more frequently, and the eruption has spread widely. It now involves the left leg and thigh, the stump of his amputated leg, the buttocks and abdomen, and the forearms.
The case is shown as a probable example of an eruption, having the clinical appearances of Schamberg's disease, being caused by the ingestion of adalin. It is one of several observed by the exhibitor in which this drug was responsible for the eruption. In other cases, however, Schamberg's disease has apparently been caused by focal streptococcal infection.
I do not wish to raise a discussion as to the cause of Schamberg's disease in general, although I have my own views as to that, but I brought this patient here because I believe, although I have not proved it, that the eruption is probably due to adalin. In the first case under my care in which the eruption was due to adalin the patient discovered it for himself. He was a man who had had, I think, three-or certainly two-acute attacks of this pigmentary dermatosis, and I was so much interested in him that I asked Dr. Dowling to see him with me. After his second or third attack the patient said: " Do you think this is due to adalin ? Every time I take adalin I get an attack." The eruption disappeared quickly when he ceased to take adalin, and I asked him if he would mind taking the drug again. He did so and had a characteristic attack. Since then I have had a few other cases.
Discussion.-Dr. F. A. E. SILcOCK said that during the past week he had had a patient, a man aged 62, who had a very marked eruption. He had been taking bromidia for some time every night, and had then begun to take adalin on account of auricular fibrillation, whereupon he exhibited this rash. The question was whether the dermatosis was due to adalin alone, or to a bromide plus adalin. Adalin was a benzene-ring derivative, and similar appearances did result from compounds of this class. The patient had given up the adalin and bromidia and had been put on a barbiturate, but it was too soon, as yet, to say what liad.happened.
Po8tscript (26.6.38).-After discontinuance of the adalin and bromidia the rash almost completely disappeared, fading gradually in a similar manner to that in which the rash in purpura died away.
